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MU‘Z)I,% in the Civil War

ON APRIL 12, 1861, Confederate forces at Charleston,
South Carolina, opened fire on the United States garri-
son of Fort Sumter. Unable to hold out, the military gar-
rison surrendered two days later. On April 15, President
Abraham Lincoln issued a call for 75,000 men for three
months service to put down the rebellion.

The fall of Fort Sumter began a bloody Civil War that
lasted four years and claimed more than 600,000 Ameri-
can lives. 145 men from Norfolk, about 8% of the popu-
lation, served. Our 2025 exhibition tells their story, the
battles they fought, the struggles they endured.

The 11th Regiment Connecticut Volunteer Infantry
was organized and mustered into service at Hartford on
October 24, 1861. Company E of the regiment was cap-
tained by Norfolk resident John H. Dewell. The son of
Captain John Dewell, a manufacturer of grass and grain
scythes in West Norfolk, John H. Dewell had grown up in
the stone house near the scythe shop.

Also in Company E was Quarter Master Sergeant
Egbert J. Butler, the son of another notable Norfolk citizen
Egbert T. Butler, who would bring the railroad to Norfolk in
1868. Samuel C. Barnum served as First Lieutenant and
later as Adjutant to Colonel Stedman (see his Letters from
the Field in the exhibition).

Along with these officers, 45 Norfolk men served in
the 11th Regiment. Among those was Theodore Parrett,
whose family had a farm on Bruey Road. Parrett was killed
on September 17, 1862, at the Battle of Antietam, one of
more than 3,600 dead that day, including four Norfolk men.
He was 20 years old and is buried in Center Cemetery.

In the summer of 1862, with the war well underway,
it was time to recruit more troops. On July 3, Connecticut

Private Theodore Parrett

Governor Buckingham issued a call for six regiments of
three years' service each. The people of Litchfield County

answered the call, voting at a county convention held in
continued on page 6
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Update from the °Executive “®irector

2025 began with an email from the descendants of
a former Norfolk resident, Captain Burritt Darrow. They
wanted to donate Darrow family artifacts that had been
passed down through the generations. Captain Darrow
served in the Civil War, having mustered from Bristol, CT,
his birthplace, but in later years he and his wife Sarah
made Norfolk their home.

After the war, the Darrows lived in New Brunswick,
NJ, where Captain Darrow was a manager for the Norfolk
& New Brunswick Hosiery Company. He came to Norfolk
to manage the branch of the Norfolk & New Brunswick
Company factory here sometime in the early 1880’s.
Sarah'’s sister Mary resided in Norfolk with her husband
Hiram Camp, so the move for the Darrow’s brought them
closer to Sarah’s family.

The Darrow descendants made the trip to Norfolk
from southern New York one cold February day. They
brought with them several items from Captain Darrow’s
Civil War service: the certificate of commission signed
by Governor Buckingham; his dress sword and silk dress

ABOVE AND BEYOND

sash; and a photograph of him in his military uniform.
Both the sword and the sash can be seen in the photo-
graph. Additional items from the Darrow family include an
1880 oil portrait of Norfolk native Leah Jones Cone, who
married Captain Darrow’s son Eugene in 1887.

These objects have created an important archive, and
the donation inspired us to focus on the Civil War for our
2025 exhibition. This year marks 160 years since the end
of the Civil War, the assassination of President Lincoln,
and the ratification of the 13th Amendment abolishing
slavery, a pivotal time in our nation’s and our town’s history.
So it seemed an appropriate time to tell the story of
Norfolk in the Civil War.

Membership continues to grow, and we are very grate-
ful for your continued generosity. With your help, we are
able to preserve artifacts such as those from the Darrow
family and present interpretive exhibitions illustrating
Norfolk’s history.

Barry Webber
Executive Director
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AMONG THE ITEMS the Captain Burritt Darrow family
wished to donate was a framed oil portrait of Norfolk
native Leah Jones Cone (see story above). But it was
located at the home of a family member who lived in Pella,
lowa, and it was quite large. The portrait was going to be a
difficult item for the elderly donor, now in her 90's,to get
packed and shipped. So Executive Director Barry Webber
thought of a possible solution. Knowing NHS friends and
volunteers Tom Hlas and Paul Madore were planning a trip
to lowa, he asked them,“By any chance, is Pella near where
you are headed?” “Not really,” said Tom, “but we would

be happy to head to Pella during our trip and collect the
objects.” In addition to the portrait, there was a collection
of 19th century photographs and daguerreotypes. Tom and
Paul went above and beyond in helping bring these artifacts
home, and the donor was most appreciative of the offer to pick them up and hand deliver
them to Norfolk. It is with deep gratitude that we say thank you, Tom and Paul!




Display case containing items from the Captain
Burritt Darrow family. Of particular note is the rare
officer’s red sash. The sash is made of knit silk (could
this have possibly been made by the Norfolk & New
Brunswick Hosiery Co.?). Along with photographs of
Hiram and Mary Camp and of Captain Darrow and
his wite, seated in front of their home on Maple Ave,
is his silver cane top. Captain Darrow was one of five
Norfolk Civil War veterans who made a pilgrimage to
Grants Tomb in New York, courtesy of Carl and Ellen
Battell. Come visit the museum to find out more
about that interesting story.

from page 1
Litchfield on July 22 to raise an entire regiment within the
county. Towns appointed recruiting officers, and with $100
bounties as financial incentive, the 19th Connecticut Vol-
unteer Infantry, known as the Litchfield County Regiment,
soon filled with county men, including 35 from Norfolk.
Eight Norfolk men served in African-American regi-
ments. Chauncey Crossley and Edward Hine mustered
in the 54th Massachusetts, the first Black regiment to be
organized after the Emancipation Proclamation in 1863.

Edward Hine lost his life in the courageous assault on
Fort Wagner led by Commander Robert Gould Shaw. Six
Norfolk men enlisted in the 29th Regiment Connecticut

Volunteer Colored Infantry.

In all, 39 Norfolk men lost their lives. The 1868 Sol-
diers Monument on the Village Green is one of the earliest
tributes to Civil War veterans in Connecticut. A tall obelisk,
it bears a dedication on its western face which reads “To
the memory of the soldiers from this town who died for
their country in the war of the rebellion.” The names of
thirty-five Norfolk soldiers killed in the line of duty are
etched in granite.

In his Gettysburg Address, delivered on November 19,
1863, President Lincoln described the Civil War as a strug-
gle for “a new birth of freedom.” This exhibition documents
the role Norfolk played in fighting for Lincoln’s vision of a
unified nation that provides equality for all of its citizens.
In his words, “we here highly resolve that these dead shall
not have died in vain—that government of the people, by the
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.”

Ann Havemeyer, Curator



The Connecticut Arms Company

A YEAR INTO THE CIVIL WAR, the US War

Department’s “Commission on Ordnance and

Ordnance Stores” reported to Congress on the

state of the nation's armament contracts. The

goal was to impose order on the frenzied rush

to arm the Union. In the report, General James W. Ripley

estimated they would need 500,000 new Model Springfield

.58-caliber rifle muskets in the next 12 months; as well as
rifles and revolvers.

The Springfield Armory was the primary supplier
of weapons for the Union, producing large quantities of
the Model 1861 rifle musket. But Connecticut armories
responded as well. One such armory was the Connecticut
Arms Company in West Norfolk.

By 1860, West Norfolk had become an industrial hub
with factories along the Blackberry River. Dams were built
and water wheels installed to harness power. Local Norfolk
men founded and financed large companies. The town

doctor William W. Welch was one of those entrepreneurs.
He founded the Connecticut Arms Company and secured

its contract of June 6, 1862 to manufacture 5,000 Spring-
field rifle muskets for the Ordnance Office, to be delivered
by October 31, 1864. The musket was designed after the
1855 Springfield model, as modified in 1861. The rate for
each musket including appendages was $18.00. The con-
tract specified the necessary appendages:

“All and each of the five thousand (5000) muskets are to
interchange in all their parts with the pattern arms and with
each other, and all are to be subject to the same degree of
inspection as the Arms made by the U.S. Armory, Spring-
field. Mass. . . The appendages to be furnished with these
five thousand (5000) muskets are to consist of one extra
cane, one tampion, one wiper, one screw driver and cane
wrench to each musket and one ball screw, one spring vice
and one tumbler and punch to every ten (10) muskets.”

The muskets were produced in the long stone shop of
the former Lawrence Machine Company, a complex that
included a foundry and a 42-foot diameter iron water wheel,
reportedly the second largest water wheel in the country.
The Connecticut Arms Company also produced revolvers.




One of the more interesting artifacts on display this summer
is the 1909 map of Norfolk Center Cemetery, created for
the Memorial Day parade in the centennial year of Abraham
Lincoln’s birth. It shows the graves of the Norfolk soldiers
who served in the Union army. A close inspection of this
copy of the map reveals a dotted line, which represents the
route the Civil War veterans took, stopping a moment at
each grave to honor their brothers. On August 2 for WIN,
please join us at 1:00 PM at Center Cemetery, and we will
walk the parade route and elaborate on any stories and
details about these men.

RETRACING
OUR
STEPS
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HISTORIC HOUSE DINNER

Last year, as part of our Historic House Dinner series, guests
were treated to a sumptuous meal in the tea house that Helen
Hartley Jenkins built in 1913 opposite the Pupin residence. We
are very grateful to George Cronin for hosting this dunner.
Ann Havemeyer presented a slide show about the legendary
friendship between Michael Pupin and Helen Hartley Jenkins,
so legendary that it has been embellished with the notion of a
tunnel built between their houses. The tea house would have
been a prefect hideaway for the couple, proving that there was
little need for a tunnel from Litchfield Road to Westside Road.
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What is legendary is the legacy these
two powerful people left in Norfolk
and beyond.

The next in our series will take
place in the Elizabeth Farnam House
on Litchfield Road, now the home of
Roger Mitchell and Pete Peterson.This
stunning Arts & Crafts house was
built in 1908, designed by Norfolk
architect Alfredo Samuel Guido Taylor
for Miss Farnam of New Haven, an
active suffragette and philanthropist. In
keeping with an Arts & Crafts English
cottage, a small formal garden was
designed by Marian Cruger Coffin,

a pioneer in the field of landscape
architecture, who had just graduated
from the Landscape Architecture
program at MIT in 1904, one of the
first women to receive training in
the discipline. The house was built
one Yyear before the 1909 Lincoln
centennial, and Ann’s slide show will
focus on Norfolk's celebration of
Lincoln in that centennial year.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

June 1—October 13

A New Birth of Freedom: Norfolk in the Civil War

Open weekends and by appointment

August 2 and 3 Weekend in Norfolk

Museum Hours: Saturday 12-4:00; Cemetery Walk 1:00 PM.
Museum Hours: Sunday 1:00-4:00

September 27 Historic House Dinner

December 2

11th Annual Cake Auction

The Norfolk Historical Museum is open Saturdays and Sundays from 1:00 to 4:00 EM.
June through October and by appointment, 860-542-5761.




We gathered for our 10th annual Cake Auction in
December, and it was one of our most successful
to datel Thanks to auctioneer John Fernandez for
getting the crowd in the holiday mood and to

our extraordinary bakers this year: Alex Beale, |ill
Chase, Judy Chase, Walter Godlewski, Tom Hilas,
Marie Lowe, Hartley Mead, Valerie Nelson, Marie-
Christine Perry, Bevan & Charlotte Ramsay, Serena
Ratcliffe, Kathy Robb, Turi Rostad (painting), Alyson
Thomson, and Caryn Trager. Many of our bakers
and our artist friend have been participants for all
ten years, and for this we
are truly grateful. Without
your talents, this event
would not be possible!
Stay tuned... the | Ith
annual Cake Auction is
scheduled for December
2,2025.
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“Membership “Form

The Norfolk Historical Society cordially invites your support through
membership. You will receive our newsletter, free admission to programs such
as our popular Walks Through History, and invitations to special events.

Name(s)

E-mail

Please check one: U New O Renew  Membership Year: 2025 season
Q Family & Friends $25 Q Supporting $50-75 Q Donor $100-$300
Q Patron $500 Q Benefactor $1000 U Additional Gift of Support

Membership dues are tax-deductible contributions.

Please visit www.norfolkhistoricalsociety.org to pay online or mail your check payable to:
Norfolk Historical Society, PO. Box 288, Norfolk, CT 06058
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